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BRIDGING GENERATIONS

by Doris Davis, Vice President of Military and Veterans Affairs

RECENTLY, 12-YEAR-OLD Alexander Friesen reached out to the
Battle of the Bulge Association to see if he could speak with a
few World War Il veterans who fought in the Battle of the Bulge.
He was preparing a class presentation for Helios School in
Sunnyvale, California, and wanted to learn directly from those
who had been there.

I connected Alexander with two veterans—Joe Landry, 775th
AAA AW Battalion, and Irving Locker, 116th AAA Gun Battalion,
4th Division, VII Corps. Both were thrilled by his interest in the
history of the battle. Alexander was inspired by their stories of
tenacity and courage.

Joe Landry described his role in the Red Ball Express, work-
ing tirelessly to keep Patton’s Third Army supplied. He recalled
a moment when he narrowly escaped death as a bullet whizzed
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and Siege of Bastogne "

e Germany could not win

past his head. Irving Locker spoke about leading an anti-aircraft
artillery unit and asked Alexander to pass along a message to
his classmates: “Freedom isn’t free.”

Alexander’s interest in World War II history began long be-
fore this project. He has visited Bayeux, France, and Juno Beach,
where his great-great-uncle Peter served. His great-grandfather
Sergey was recruited into the Soviet Red Army but managed to
escape. Alexander hopes one day to visit the sites of the Battle
of the Bulge, as well as the National WWII Museum in New Or-
leans and the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C.

A curious and engaged young man, Alexander loves history
and math, sings in a choir, and participates on his school’s de-
bate team. [ am very proud of him and wish him a bright and
promising future.

Alexander Friesen, 12-year-old history
enthusiast, shares what he learned from
two Battle of the Bulge veterans during
his school presentation at Helios School
in Sunnyvale, California

Battle of the Bulge
Association Challenge Coin
A $20.00
COIN FRONT COIN BACK
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY / STATE / ZIP:
PHONE:
EMAIL:
COIN-$20eachx_____qty sub total: [
U.S. SHIPPING & HANDLING (1 - 5 coins) +$5.00 $___
U.S. SHIPPING & HANDLING (6 + coins) +$10.00 $___
INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING +$12.00 $___
TOTAL DUE $____

Cash, check, or money order accepted for mail orders.
Make checks payable to: BOBA, Inc. ¢ NO PHONE ORDERS e
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

Mail to: BOBA Inc., P.0. Box 330, Mechanicsville, VA 23111-0330

Questions? bobamembership@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE

BOBA BATTLE OF THE BULGE
COMMEMORATION

JANUARY 21-24, 2026
ARLINGTON / DC AREA

MORE INFO / REGISTRATION FORMS IN THE NEXT BUGLE!
WATCH FOR EMAIL BLAST!
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